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Which self-eroding antifouling paint is best? PBO compared
14 on the South Coast over a season. Ben Meakins reports

rtifouling Is a yearly

ritual that most boat

owners could do

without. If scrubbing

and sanding were
not hard enough o begin with,
there are so0 many antifouling
products available at such &
wide range of prices hat It can
be nigh-2n impossible to know
which paint to chcose.

One thing boat owners lendto
have in common 15 that we're all
trying to Snd en antifouling which
represents a good salance of cost
and eflectivenass.

PBO gathered together a rage
of 14 of the most commonly
avalable self-sroding paints from
a verety of manufacturers and put
them to the teat over a soason.

¥ve limited the test to single-
pack, eroging painis and, wihere
possible, requested a blue colour.

How we tested them
We prepared our six plywood
test pancls  two for each of our
planned sest locations — by prming
them with International Galshield
epoxy prmer, before masking up
a 7x5 grid on one sJarface of each.
With our 14 paints spread over
each pain of panels this gave us
enough room for each paint to
be allocated one waterline space
plus four other undanvater spaces
distibuted irreguiarly with one on
each row lo iron out discrepancies
cauwsad by shadows, preximity in

Drartliral Bact Mummer ES80 lamiemme 200 4 o comesa.

cther paints and othe factors.

Between each painton the grid
we lefl a 20mm unpainted border
of plain epoxy primer. The ieverse
of each board was aleo plain

primer o provide a control surfaca.

We thon cpplicd oach pant,
tallow ng the manutacturer's
instructions 1o the letier, using a
te-coat primer where necessany.

We installed two of the three
sets of pansls on a River Hamblz
pontoon belongng tc
Bouthampton Solent University'a
Warsash Nautical Colege: one
palr Taced weast (we've called them
Hambie W) and the ather pair
faced east ‘Hamble E). Thiz area
s@as & high tidal flow. with the
epring ebb reaching 2-3 krots al
trmaa, There iz alac agnificant
wave action on ihe panels an
e west side in wind-over-ide

situations, so the selferoding
properties of the paims would
pet ample appatunity to shinwe
heir effectivensss

The final set{Pacle) wa installad
In Parkstone Yachil Haver in Poole
Haibour, By contrast, ths location
kag minimal tidal flow, and
provided a useful companson
with tha Hamble boards

We installec tho panele on 37
June 2013, and remaoved them
on 29 October 2013, The sumrmes
proved warm with partizulary
bad foulng reported onthe
Hamble in particular.

Onca the penets were removed
from the water we shotographed
their cordition, belore giving each
Doard a wipe over with a wet
sponge 1o see how well adhered
thefouling wes, Finally wa claanad
them up with a stift hrush and a
water jet frama hose.

What to pay

Frices shown are manulacturars
recommended retail prices for a
2.5ditre in, where available.
Chanclers engagsin heawy
discounting at this time of year, so
it's worllh shwopping
around far your
choszen paint. For
axarple, Hermpel
Tige: Xtrais currently
availabla at 64,95
from somea retalers
a saving of E350n
the recomrmendad
retai price.

LEFT O of the
pane's in situ on the
Hamble pontoon

showed how exsily’~
houliteg blﬁ.ﬁrbd

'Imltnmad |
th!rm!ts




@ Gear

FLAG Cruising Antifouling FLAG Performance Extra

PRICE: £38.99 (2.51t) - £15.80H PRICE: £684.99 (2.51t) - £34.001t
CONTACT: www.flagpaints.co.uk CONTACT: www.flagpaints.co.uk

AAMEBLE (E) HAMBLE {w|
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FLAG's Criising
Antifouling is sold for
boats capable ol up to
8 knots in low fouling
areas Copper-basad
with no "booster’
Giocides, two coats ame
recommended. & didn’t
pertorm paticularly well
i e Hamble — Ihere
Wwag some waed
attachad along with a
thick Erowr slima. In
Foole it had attracted
some moderate slime,
which cleaned off easily
with a sponge. The
Hamb'e boards needed
a etiff brusk to rermove
the fouling.

FLAG's Perfarmance
Edra antifouling
performed well in the
fast-moving water of

the Hambla, with a little
brown shime present but
o weedd growth. It was
particularly effectve at
the waterline. Onall

its sacthons he small
amourt of slime present
wipad off eaaily with a
sponge. In Poolathe
Drown SHima was thicksr
than inthe Hamble, but
again could be easily
wiped off with a sponge.
Two coats ae
recommended for
B5eas0n's use.

Jotun Yachting Mare Nostrum  Jotun Yachting NonStop

PRICE: £42 (2.51t) - £16.80/It PRICE: £100.08 (2.5H) - £44.00/1t

CONTACT: www.smipaintsandcoatings.co.uk CONTACT. www.smipaintsandcoatings.co.uk

HARBLE (E}

H HAMELE (E)
ek,

BN |5
‘RE NOSTRV

Jotun Yachting's Mare
Mostrum antiiouling
gllowed the growth

cf thick slime in both
locations. with some
sdditional green weed
growth on the Hamble
boards, The Pocle
board's light touling
wiped off sasily with
sponce b the Hamible
fouling was somewhat
more stubborn £nd
reeded a stiff brash to
shift the: misture of slime
and weed, especially
on the waterline. Two
coats of Mare Mostrum
zra advisad for 2
sgason’'s protaciion.

dotun Yachting's
MOMS0p panl was thick
fc apply, with an almost
“winyl'-Eke consislency.
MonStop performeed
batter than the same
comparyy's Mare
Mostrum pant (left), but
il attracted & layer ol
skme which needed
abrush o shift from

the Hamble boards. A
sponge was sufficient to
rurnony fouling from the
Poola boarcs. Mo green
wead growt was
pesartin ether
lccation. Jomun
regommands two coas
tor a season's usa,
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- Aquagard Bottom Paint
PRICE: £115 (3.81t1gal) - £30.26/i
CONTACT: gc@ pro-fiex.net (www.aquagard.eu from Jan 1)

Antifouling paints on test @

Boero Mistral Nf

PRICE: £69.95 (2.51t) - £39.98
CONTACT. www.allboatcare.co.uk

Il AamBLE (E)

HAMEBLE (W)

/|

Ajuagard is a water-

based paint mada in the

LSA and racently

imported info the UK.

Arangs of colours will

bz available. Application

| was essy— e paint Is
relatively thin - and
brushes could be

| wazhad oot in water

| ltperfcrmed bettar in
the atatic water of Pacle,
with @ thin layer of slime,
than inthe Hamtle,
whare { grew some thick
sime and minor growts
o grean wead which
readead a quick brushing

| ftoremove. Two coats

| ane recommended.
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- International Cruiser UNO EU

HAMBLE (E)

HAMBLE W}

Boero Mistral Mi
artifoulng, imponed
into the UK bty All Boat
Cara of Southampton,
periormad weall inthe
Hamkbdle, with some
slime around the edges
ofthe panatke but litthe in
tha middle. What slime
thare wias shiftad sasily
with & sponge, Thera
Wa3 acme green weead
along the west-facing
waterline panel. The
paint arew rore slime in
the more staiic water of
our Paole Harbour
lacation, although still
wiped off veny aasily
wilth a sponge.

P |

International Micron Extra 2 (3,75

PRICE: £60.95 (31t} - £23.32/1
il CONTACT: www.yachtpaint.com

PRICE: £88.95 (2.51t) + £35.98/t
CONTACT: www.yachtpaint.com
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International's Cruiser
UNO EU can, asihe
Name sugnests, ba
appliec as just ore coat
for a season's use. In
order to achieve the
corract film thickress in
| asingle coa:. howaver,
it B necassarily thick
toapply. Cruiser
| UNO performed well,
oepocialty on alire, with
very litte slime growthin
tha fastfiowng Hambls
water, end na grean
weed growth in either of
our bwa locations, All
| fouling wiped off easily
| with a sponge uneach
| setof boards,

T |
W P |
ERE

HAMBLE (E)

Micron

Exi 2

Intermational Pain's'
Mizron Extra 2 was the
boat performer on test,
wilh only a trace cf
slime an the 20ards in
the Hamble. in Poole
the slirme was a litle
thicker but inall
situations wiped cff
easily with & sporge,
Ore of the panalsin
desper waler had no
sglime or fouling atall.
Stalning on the
watorling was removec
asily with a sponge.
Thz paint was tairly thir
to appty, and requires
3-¢ coals to echieve the
required film thickness




Gear

Nautix Antifouling Performer

FRICGE: £49.99 [2..."1It] * £E19.98M

CUNTAET WA naLitix.co.uk

Mautix's Antitoul ng
Performer proved to
work better than the
company's A3 painl
{right] Lika the 43, it
was especilly effective
cn slime - here was
very little sime buiid-

Lp pregantat cithor
location. There was
s0Me eaty-stags
slubbly grean wead
growth present an tha
Hamble boards, bt this
zhifted relatively easily
with a brush. It can b
applied in one coat if
raquired, and is
therefora narassarily
&thick pairt to apply.

Hempel Cruising Performer

HAMELE {E) HAHHLE (L]

PRICE: £69.95 (2.5H] - £27.98/1t

GCONTACT www.nempel.co.uk

Nautix A3 Antifouling

PRICE: £95 (2.51t) - £38.001t
HAMBLE {E}

CDHTF:.C'I_':W;.'!.nau'.ix.cE. uk

Lke Mautix Paedformer
(described leflt), the A3
was very effective
against brown sime
with very lithe present
but was less effeztive
ageinst green weed
orowth, whizh had
tegun to take root and
required a brushto
remova. Thare was
e slime presant

on the Pools bosrds,
suggesting that ihe
fast-flowing water in tha
Famble kept the slime
clear. The A3 was a thn
paint o apgehy, and two
coats are recommenced
for & season's use

Hempel Tiger Xtra

PRICE: £09.95 {2.5Ht) - £39.981t
CONTACT: www.hempel.co.uk

Hampal's Cruising
Perfoirmer 7osted a thick
layer of brown sliime,
especially slose to the
walering. But deeper in
e water il performed
betler, and the dime
an the lower test rows
shifted easily with a
sponge. Abrush was
needed for the more
lenacious slime at the
watering cn the
Hamble boards but a
S0y was sullicient
in Poole. Thera was no
greer weed growth in
rither Incation. Two
coats are requirad to
attain the necessary
filmy trickness,

Hempel's Tiger ¥tra
axperianced some
heavy lima growth, but
no green weed in either
tocation. The slime
ceaned off sasilv with
asporge wipa on the
Prnle hoards_ hut the
Famble boards needed
& good stiff brushking
remove the thicker
fouling, whizh was

mora firmily attached
than to Hempel's
Cruising Pertoner (lefl).
Fouling was thicker at
the wateriine than
deeper down, Two coats
are required for a
SAASON'S UsE,




Seajet 034 Emperor

PRICE: £115.65 (2.5l1) - £46.261t SR T
CONTACT: www.seajetpaint.com AT

Seajel Emperar 034,
compatible wit
alurrinium as well as
GRP and woocen boats,
anracted aome fairty
thick slima in tha
Hamble. It shed the

slime aasly, howewver,
when wipad with a
eporgo. Thare was no

wied growth in either
location, Emperar
performed batter in
Pools, where there was
less sidal flow, It was

easy to apply, wo coats
are recoimmerded, and

Seajel say it should last
two seasons if a third,
roller coat iz applied,

Seajet 031 Samurai

PRICE: £53.50 (2.5H) + £21.40/1t
CONTACT: www.seajetpaint.com

POOLE

Sesjet's budget
seli-polishing antifouling,
031 Samurai, grew a
thick layer of elime rear
the waterine, tut it was
less thick the deeper
was in the water. It grew
a thicker slimein the
Hamiila than in Pooea,
but in botn locations it
wiped ol easily with a
sporge - a stif brush
being required to shift
soma of the Hemble
waterline foulirg. Trere
was no green weed
g-rc:wiﬂ prese: in aither
Harriabe i Pocie. Twa
coats are recommended
for a season
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Antifouling paints on test

Do we need antifouling at all?

+ This Touling took just four
 maonths fogrow.on the
o antilouled side
of tho panad

@ left the reverse
dgide ¢f each board
without antifouling,

along with a 20mm border
belween each alock of paint.
Thesa areas acted as our
control samples.

Tha resuite from the back of
ihe board show uneguivacally
thiat it ia werth using some
form of antifouling: the
waterine was covered with a juicy green weed, while deeper down,
calcified worm casings aswell as slime and masses of saa sauits —and
evizn a good crop of mussels — were very lirmly attached to the barae
spaxy primer surfaces.

On the front of the panels, dark slime-and kelp had attached
Ihemselves in agrid patiem 1o e Dorders bDetween Janes. We needed
4 scraper end pressure washer to removatherr,

Perhaps because of the closa proximity of the antifauling paims, sea
snuirts anc shalfizh stayad awsy from the bare aposy 2iring or tha fronte
of the boards.

PBO verdict
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- was present. There was also nc shell growth en any of the
paints, uniike the conlol ansas.

Irtemational's Micron Extrawas (he most effective pant, with only
.emmﬂmuﬂﬂfﬂmm Hﬂmwuw The same
company's Cruiser UNO was less effeciiva than Micron Extra, but
was stilla FLAG's Pedormance Zxtra paint also
parfarmad wail, nsﬂ ‘Booro Migtial N1, Mautix's paints were
notably effective on siime, bt less s0 01 weed. Some paints -
‘Seajers Emperor and JImwn NonStop i particulaEr — wisre e
‘effectivein Poole than elsewhere, which demanstiates that for
-menmﬁmwwmw

Wi plan to sxpand our testnext to try a range of

M SEAGHN &
mmpﬁnmwmmwaﬁmwdwuﬂwmiﬂ
mmumummmmﬂmﬂmmﬂmﬂm
A el tont you, See PO contact details on page 5.

Weed stuck fast la tha bara primar grid
betyeen painted panels
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